A useful innovation in this edition is the introductory section where types of toxic effect are classified into site of action, symptoms, and signs. Chemical agents are clearly listed under each heading with an indication whether the effect has been observed in humans or only in animals.
The main section follows the first edition where chemical substances are listed in alphabetical order, and some systemic effects of drugs used in ophthalmology are noted. A selection of references is given after each agent and a bibliography at the end of the book for sources referred to more than three times.
The third section, dealing with treatment of chemical burns, has been brought up to date by newer developments such as collagenase inhibitors. However, the sobering point is made in the summary that few forms of therapy have been proved to produce better results than simple conservative management.
A brief section describes testing methods and species specificity. Included in the cross reference and index is a rating for agents according to the severity of damage to rabbit cornea in 24 hours. There are no illustrations but the book is well printed and lucidly written.
This monumental book is established again as the essential reference text for ocular toxicology and should be available to all ophthalmologists and toxicologists.
